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CILT Transition project 2008/9 
Final report 

Project title

Pushing the boundaries-a focus on language skills and key aspects of learning 

Name of project leader 

Siân Dark, Primary Languages Consultant, Coventry Local Authority 
Sian.Dark@coventry.gov.uk 

Schools involved 
Finham Park Designated Mathematics and Computing College 

Finham Park has approximately 1500 pupils on roll.  French, Spanish and German are taught in the school and Year 7 will learn either French or Spanish on arriving at the school.  

Manor Park Primary School
Manor Park has 590 pupils on roll.  Manor Park, guided by the subject leader and deputy headteacher, has been developing languages within their curriculum with a focus on language investigation and on French and Spanish.

Earsldon Primary School
Earlsdon Primary School has 365 pupils on roll.  Earlsdon is developing French and Spanish within their KS2 curriculum and the subject leader is working with an Integrated Approach to Language Learning in Year 4.

Finham Primary School
Finham Primary School has 468 pupils on roll.  Finham teaches both French and Spanish in KS2 supported by the subject leader and also focuses on Language Investigation.    

Staff involved	
Jenny Darby					Finham Park
Angélique Giordano 				Finham Park
Nigel Palmer and all Yr6 teachers 		Manor Park
Michelle Basterfield and 2 Yr6 teachers	Earlsdon
Orlando Graña and 2 Yr6 teachers		Finham		







Context
This project has made us consider how to equip all classroom teachers with the skills to confidently get children to understand what transferable language skills are and also how to ensure that all Year 7 children build on existing language skills and make good progress. We have looked at strategies for achieving the above point in a unitary authority where children from one primary school may go to ten or more Secondary schools and Secondary schools will take children from ten or more primary schools.

Key areas of work
Following our initial meeting we were all eager to work towards looking at the development and transition of transferable language learning skills from KS2 to KS3 embracing the key aspects of learning: 

enquiry	creative thinking	evaluation	empathy	reasoning
managing feelings	problem solving	motivation	social skills
information processing	self awareness	communication

In the primary schools:
· A focus on investigation of the language through a geographical context-the Amazon rainforest
· Planning, creating and trialling resources with a focus on investigating both French and Spanish and the key aspects of learning
· Training of Year 6 class teachers to feel confident in using the resources and facilitating the learning
· Creation of multi-media stories in French or Spanish using photo-story, PowerPoint or I can animate for Year 2 pupils preparing them for their language learning in Year 3
· Evaluation with a focus on language learning skills and key aspects of learning which will be transferred to the Secondary school along with the presentations 

In the secondary school:
· Use of the expertise of language staff to provide recordings to enable classroom teachers to feel confident about teaching this 
· A questionnaire jointly composed with primary staff to be used at the beginning of the school year 2009 for all children in Year 7 which will better inform the languages department and also value the experiences of the individual child
· A bridging module at the beginning of Year 7 in the language the children will be continuing with building on the skills from Year 6 (this has been planned but will happen in September 2009).  
· The bridging module will begin with the use of the multi-media presentations from the children as a stimulus to getting the whole class thinking about language skills and what skills they bring with them.
· Teachers will continue with a series of learning sessions looking at authentic texts from the Cameroon and from Columbia-pupils will be using prior language knowledge and skills to work with these texts.  There will also be an element of intercultural understanding within this module




Key issues
For this project: 
Unfortunately the one issue has been staffing in schools changing and the project becoming smaller in size in terms of numbers of schools involved.

This project has made us consider the following key issues:
· How to equip all classroom teachers with the skills to confidently get children to understand what transferable language skills are
· How to ensure that all Year 7 children build on existing language skills and make good progress   
· Strategies for achieving the above point in a unitary authority where children from one primary school may go to 10 or more Secondary schools and Secondary schools will take children from 10 or more primary schools (65 primary schools in one school)

Outcomes
· Year 6 staff and subject leaders are much more aware of what transferable language skills are and of methodology to promote and support children's understanding of these skills to ensure progression into KS3
· Teachers from KS2 and 3 have been able to develop meaningful dialogue around learning and more specifically language learning
· The KS3 leader is more aware of the language and learning skills children will come equipped with into Year 7 and of the necessity to use strategies to acknowledge these acquired skills and ensure progression
· Subject leaders from primary schools and the KS3 leader from the Secondary schools are more aware of the environment in which each other works and the constraints or opportunities there are within this for the children and teachers 
· The children will be more aware of the skills they have developed over four years of language learning and see clearly how these will equip them in their future language learning
· Children will be able to use this awareness to make the links when they begin their Year 7 languages curriculum 

Impact
· Methodology has been influenced in both Key Stages taking the best of both and putting it into practise
· The Year 6 staff are far more aware of the KS2 framework and expectations
· The KS3 staff are more aware of the KS2 framework and the skills children will be bringing with them into secondary language lessons
· The subject leaders have an overview of the expectations for pupils at KS3  
· The primary teachers have seen how creative and exciting primary language lessons can be with the correct resources as a support 
· Year 7 lessons to encourage independence and investigation as part of every learning experience to improve motivation, challenge and achievement
· Discussion in the Languages department in the Secondary school around primary languages and skills they bring with them into Year 7 into KS3 has increased  
· The primary children feel confident about the skills they are equipped with for lifelong language learning which they can transfer to their KS3 lessons
· The primary children feel a sense of pride in what four years of language learning has equipped them with and feel motivated about continuing with language learning 
Future plans – sustainability
We are yet to see the impact of this in Year 7, however if as expected the project is successful then it will ultimately be shared as part of a Secondary language conference and at a primary subject leaders conference and we aim for other clusters of schools across the city to be able to use this model or develop other models across the city which can be shared.


Details of attached materials/resources
Final report
Learning sessions Y6 
Resources for Y6 sessions 
Pupil evaluation of Y6 sessions
Overview of learning Y7
Stimulus resource for Year 7
Teacher evaluation
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