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CILT Transition project 2007/8 
Final report 

Project title
Using stories for skills based learning

Name of project leaders
Sophie Bregent, Ute Offermann

Secondary school/schools involved	
Moseley School	

Short description to include type of school, number of pupils, languages taught
· There are approximately 1400 students aged 11 – 19, 2/3 are boys.
· Moseley is a Specialist Language College.
· French, German, Urdu are taught as first languages 
· Spanish, Arabic, French, Urdu and Japanese are taught as second languages.

Primary school/schools involved:	
· St. John’s and Springfield Schools

Short description to include type of school, number of pupils, languages taught:
Both schools are part of the cohort for PMFL this year.
· Springfield: 3-form entry school, just down the road from Moseley, one of the main feeder schools, ethnic mix similar to Moseley. Languages taught: include a variety of tasters in year 6, French in year 2. We have taught taster projects in different years there for the last 7 years.
· St John’s: 2 form entry, ethnically mixed Church of England school. Languages taught: Spanish in yr 5, 4, 3. The school has a Spanish Assistant this year. We have taught taster projects in year 6 for the last 5 years.

Others involved:
Rona Heald, LA Languages Adviser

Project focus
· Developing skills for teachers for using stories in Year 7 – primary colleagues are very much the experts in this field and collaborative planning of what can be taught and achieved and how children learn is essential if these kinds of activities and resources are to succeed
· Exploring opportunities to move from topic based to skills based learning (Investigating Languages material)
· Linking languages with intercultural learning

Background to the project
· Improving reading has been a focus in our school/department for some time; KS3 results are hindered by pupils’ lack of comprehension skills.
· A desire to build on pupils’ knowledge and literacy acquired in KS2 in PMFL
· Increasing links with feeder schools to share good practice
· Include creativity, peer teaching and awareness of language families.

Key areas of work
· Pupil questionnaire re primary language experience and learning preferences
· Using stories to facilitate transition and skills based learning
· Trialling Investigating Languages resource pack - http://www.language-investigator.co.uk/

Key issues 
· Accommodating prior knowledge in different languages, including home languages
· Whether to use simplified or complex original texts
· Teaching dictionary skills
· Awareness of learning and learning needs

Outcomes
· 8 year 7 classes filled in questionnaire on primary language experience and learning preferences. Primary languages provision very patchy and rarely continuous.
· Teachers evaluate questionnaire findings and plan follow up and adaptation for next year.
· 3 year 7 classes read simplified version of Aladdin, using a range of activities, including plays. Listening for key words, recognition of familiar words, sequencing tasks, assessment for learning/peer assessment.

Impact
· Pupils in Yr 7 were able to access story and enjoyed it. Use of mime, sequencing key words, repetition, drawing on prior knowledge helped them with comprehension and memorising. There was no fear of a long text. They made the link between their familiarity of Aladdin in their home culture and Aladdin in the German lesson. Familiarity and linking of different cultures facilitates understanding of longer texts, fairy tales, myths can be used. Enjoyment and motivation will help them with more complex texts in the future.

· They used dictionaries to look up words for their own 3 wishes and worked in pairs independently and creatively to adapt the story. Looking up nouns (things) as an easy way in to dictionary use. Some pupils looked up words like marriage, father (Aladdin having no dad) which shows how they engaged with the task.

· Pupils worked collaboratively in groups to prepare, rehearse and perform short plays. A short model play with a lot of repetition made it fun and easy to access. Pupils with some prior knowledge of German introduced elements that were not in the play, e.g. adapting the wishes, Aladdin’s response, creating a role for a third person (jinn, Aladdin + mom or a friend) using language learnt before, adding a part ‘Du hast 2 Wünsche …’ and ‘Du hast ein Wünsche …’ (the grammatical inaccuracy shows their ability to apply the plural by analogy).

· Pupils will use their plays to produce little booklets for year 5 with key words to go through with their teacher and then show their plays at a year 5 Intercultural Day.

· Aladdin plays still to be done with years 5 and 6

Questionnaire
· Primary provision still patchy, often just a taster day, delivery by class teacher, or visiting teacher (from Moseley), negligible in numbers but significant for making use of prior knowledge even if it concerns only one student.
· Some pupils did not know their ‘visiting teacher’ was from Moseley shows a need for clearer introduction.

Investigating Languages
· To be explored in summer term.

Future plans – sustainability

Stories
· Translation of play into French and Urdu so all year 7 can use the work. Scheme of work distributed, ideas disseminated in Language Dept meeting.
· Other stories and plays will be prepared to be used, Little Red Riding Hood, At the Shoe Shop, the Musicians of Bremen, Nibelungen. 
· Y7 pupils writing simple stories or play for Y6 children which they will perform and teach to primary children.
· Year 7 scheme of work will be adapted to include stories.
· Building on stories methodology to work on overcoming barriers to reading longer texts, furthering curiosity and thus contributing to improved literacy.
· Greater use of collaborative work to further independence, creativity and learning from each other. AfL and peer assessment help to improve oracy (learning to talk about learning).

Questionnaire

· The questionnaire will be used every year in year 7 to monitor increased primary language provision and inform setting in languages.
· Primary link team will use questionnaire in year 6 during Language taster project.
· ‘Student voice’ questionnaire as part of AfL and learning to talk about learning. A group of year 7 from different feeder schools will be given the opportunity to discuss their learning preferences.
· Introduction of language teachers and languages taught in a year 7 assembly planned for next year.

Accommodating different languages

· Language Awareness/Induction project in year 7 already in place, culminating in our Festival of Diversity in November. Pastoral, Languages, English, Science are all involved. Early teaching of ‘I speak …’ and ‘I like …’ to empower pupils, contribute to gelling of groups and identity building.
· Year 7 pupils teach each other a language they have learnt or speak at home to increase status of languages.
· Conversations with all year 7 pupils early on about home languages, level of bilingualism and EAL to assess strengths and weaknesses personal to every child.
· Kaleidoscope of identities as a development of our Language Awareness project: Photos of children, teachers and non-teaching staff with a sound file to click. Examples of different languages spoken in our school.
· Language of the Week introduced, greeting publicised in staff briefing each week.
· Continue summer term Languages work with Y6 in our feeder schools.
· Using ‘Investigating Languages’ resources to look at similarities and differences between languages. This will also help pupils developing strategies for dealing with more complex texts and new vocabulary.

Details of attached materials/resources

· Simplified version of Aladdin story.
· Scheme of work
· ‘Investigating Languages’ resources pack.
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