Using the KS2 Framework > Literacy

The Miller Song

Context

Children here sing a traditional song in French, Meunier tu dors, but they also do much more... while
watching the miller’s story on the interactive whiteboard, they perform actions to represent the turning
windmill and read the words to the song from handwritten text below the pictures. They are learning the
words to the song, developing intercultural understanding, learning about silent letters in French
pronunciation and developing literacy skills - all at the same time.

Exploration

One way in which children make progress in learning a language is to fit together pieces of their learning
gained in other lessons, continually reinforcing and linking their learning. The teacher in this lesson prompts
children to make these links, to join up their learning and move forward. The teacher has carefully planned
this deceptively simple-looking lesson in order to develop many aspects of children’s learning. Instead of
simply asking children to sing the song, she has:

e prepared images for the interactive whiteboard which enable children to check comprehension, add fun,
provide a focus of interest;

taught actions to portray the meaning of the windmill going round trop vite and trop fort;

included a version of the text to read in French handwriting;

exploited the text to point out aspects of knowledge about language, e.g. the silent —s on dors
compared handwriting in French and English, developing another aspect of KAL and intercultural
understanding.

It is valuable to use a song to develop children’s knowledge about language and literacy skills, as they are
totally familiar with the language and will usually be able to recall the song for some time in the future.

Links to the KS2 Framework

Children:

listen and respond to simple rhymes, stories and songs

recognise and respond to sound patterns and words

perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences
listen for specific words and phrases

listen for sounds, rhyme and rhythm
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recognise some familiar words in written form

make links between some phonemes, rhymes and spellings and read aloud familiar words
read and understand a range of familiar written phrases

follow a short, familiar text, listening and reading at the same time

read some familiar words and phrases aloud and pronounce them accurately
re-read frequently a variety of short texts
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e Compare traditional stories
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identify specific sounds, phonemes and words

imitate the pronunciation of sounds

recognise how sounds are represented in written form

notice the spelling of familiar words

apply phonic knowledge of the language to support reading and writing
identify a different writing system

develop accuracy in pronunciation

appreciate that different language use different writing conventions
notice different text types and deal with authentic texts
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e discuss language learning and share ideas and experiences

e compare the language with English

e use actions and rhymes to aid memorisation

e use the context of what they see/hear to determine some of the meaning
e use gestures to show they understand

e use context and previous knowledge to determine meaning and pronunciation
LLS

Planning, analysing and evaluating ways of learning
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Memorising
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Next steps

The class might go on to examine other sound - spelling links within the song.

They could go on to read and write some of the key words and phrases in another lesson using the
interactive whiteboard. A valuable way of demonstrating progress is to sing a song with actions in front of
an audience, to another class or teacher or in an assembly or performance for parents.

Development

e When next singing a song with your class, choose one aspect of the song to exploit further, e.g. rhyming
words and sound - spelling links, a point of grammar, an aspect of intercultural understanding.

e Use the interactive whiteboard to present a song, using authentic pictures and text found on the Internet
where possible.

e Find a suitable simple authentic text on the Internet to exploit with your class.

e Invite a native speaker into the classroom to tell an authentic story or teach a traditional song.
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