
 
 

 
 

Using the KS2 Framework > Literacy 

 

Reading a Poem 

 
Context 
 

This is an activity from the very first lesson of the year and the class teacher is revising what the children 

have already learned before introducing new work. The teacher is using an interactive whiteboard to 

practise reading a poem in French containing pairs of words, some of which are opposites. Children play a 

guessing game. Some of the words in the poem are hidden and children must say which words are missing 

and come out to the board to see if they are right. Once someone has said the correct word, they are 

allowed to come out to the front to tap the blank on the whiteboard, making the blanks disappear and the 

correct words appear. The teacher clarifies the meaning of the title of the poem by asking children to say 

what it means in English. She then asks for the missing words one by one. When all of the words are 

revealed, the class reads the poem from the whiteboard while performing actions to show the meaning of 

the words and reinforce the language. 

 

 

Exploration 
 

The skills of reading and writing are supported by, and in turn reinforce, the development of oracy. They 

take on greater prominence as children become familiar with the relationship between sounds and 

letters/characters and apply this knowledge in their reading and spelling. Challenging children to solve 

problems in the language develops their thinking skills. The use of this gap-filling activity helps children to 

make links between sounds and spellings, in preparation for reading the whole poem. Children think of the 

words, look at the spellings and are able to make these links. They are bursting to put up their hands, 

evidence of the motivational benefits of this approach. The focus on individual words, prior to reading the 

whole poem, develops accurate reading in several ways. This technique: 

• gives children time to make links between sounds, spelling and pronunciation;  

• allows for correction of any mispronunciation; 

• reminds them of the meanings of the words;  

• involves them all, as they enjoy the challenge of making words appear and blanks disappear; 

• prepares them for reading the whole poem as accurately as possible. 

 

Notice the way in which the teacher corrects a mispronunciation of the word enfant. She gets children to 

hold their noses to remind them how to pronounce nasal sounds, reinforcing the sound - spelling link. 

When children read the poem from the whiteboard, they pronounce most words accurately and perform 

actions to reinforce the meaning of the words. Use of the interactive whiteboard is an effective way of 

adding surprise, fun, speed, accuracy and clarity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Links to the KS2 Framework 

 

The children: 

• listen and respond to simple rhymes, stories and songs 

• recognise and respond to sound patterns and words 

• perform simple communicative tasks using single words, phrases and short sentences 

• listen attentively and understand instructions, everyday classroom language and praise words 

• listen for specific words and phrases 

• listen for sounds, rhyme and  rhythm 
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• recognise some familiar words in written form 

• make links between some phonemes, rhymes and spellings, and read aloud familiar words 

• follow a short familiar text, listening and reading at the same time 

• read some familiar words and phrases aloud and pronounce them accurately 
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• identify specific sounds, phonemes and words 

• imitate pronunciation 

• notice the spelling of familiar words 

• develop accuracy in pronunciation and intonation 

• recognise how sounds are represented in written form 
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• look at the face of the person speaking and listen attentively 

• use a physical response 

• use context and previous knowledge to determine meaning and pronunciation 

• use gesture or mime to show they understand 

• read and memorise words 

• decode and make meaning based on previous knowledge, language and other cues 
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Next steps 

 

The teacher is practising vocabulary which the class will use later to build phrases and sentences. She is 

also preparing them for independent reading of French words. Children will now be able to develop their 

knowledge about language further. They can apply their knowledge of masculine and feminine in French, 

e.g. using adjectives with nouns. 

• recognise and apply simple agreements (e.g. gender, singular, plural) 
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Children have developed confidence to apply their new skills and knowledge: They might: 

• memorise and present a short, spoken text 

• listen attentively and understand more complex phrases and sentences 
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• experiment with the writing of simple words 

• write simple words and phrases using a model and some words from memory 

• re-read frequently a variety of short texts 

• make simple sentences and short texts 

• read and understand the main points and some detail from a short written passage 
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• recognise and apply simple agreements 

• manipulate language by changing a single element in a sentence 
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• pronounce/read aloud unknown words 
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Development 
 

• Plan a similar activity using a poem or song in which some of the words or phrases and missing. Then 

practise reading and writing simple words and short phrases. 

• Review the experiences of your class in developing reading and writing skills. Refer to the Overview of the 

Literacy strand on page 71 of the Framework  

Literacy Teaching Activities   

 

• Where are your children at the moment? Devise some activities to help them progress. 

• Choose an objective from either Literacy Year 4 or Literacy Year 5 and develop it into a teaching 

sequence, building on prior learning. Refer to suggested Teaching Activities which develop Literacy. How 

might the use of ICT support the teaching and learning? 

 

Literacy Teaching Activities 

 

Year 3: Pages 26-28 

Year 4: Pages 39-41 

Year 5: Pages 51-52 

Year 6: Pages 62-63 

Literacy Teaching Activities  

 

• If you have access to an interactive whiteboard, list with a colleague effective resources and activities 

which you might use. 
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